
 

 

 

 

 

40 High School Students Made History at the MN 
Capitol!  

 
 

"This camp definitely changed my life! Never stop providing this camp for young people!" - Christine, 15 

   

 

40 high school students stood on the MN House Floor in St. Paul and engaged with each other in 
support of and opposition to six bills two weeks ago. Dozens of parents watched their students in 

action and joined them over lunch to conclude Minnesota's first-ever Student Statesmanship 
Institute. 

  

  
 

Biblical Worldview - Throughout the course of one week Christian leaders and skilled 

teachers presented a biblical worldview through which students were encouraged to engage with the 
world, culture, and decisions in their everyday lives. Students peppered speakers with questions and 
answered queries posed by our presenters. Our speakers went the extra mile, often joining students 

in fellowship over meals and even observing them at the Capitol building. 
 

 



 

 

Spiritual Challenge  

 
 

"I learned that in order to be a good citizen you must first understand your worldview and know that 
God is the ultimate authority." - Ben, 17 

   

 

Our evening speakers included Paul Ridgeway, Jeff Siemon, Senator Mary Kiffmeyer, and Senator 
Dan Hall. The Holy Spirit was present and students followed up with speakers afterwards with 
questions, tears, and enthusiasm. Speakers challenged students to put off mediocre, lukewarm 

Christianity and live fully under the lordship of Jesus Christ. It was incredible watching the Lord work 
in students' hearts during evening worship in song and engaging testimonies. 

 

 

Hands-On Experience - Former Representative John Tuma led the charge into legislative 

simulation. Each student was assigned to one of two opposing caucuses within three committees. 
Throughout the course of the week, students were assigned two bills. One bill they were required to 

support and one to oppose. Based on REAL legislation, students had to research and strategize within 
their caucuses in order to formulate strong arguments to advocate for their assigned positions. Three 

separate trips to the Capitol reinforced what they were learning and gave them an opportunity to 
become familiar with the Capitol and State Office building, to participate in a mock committee 

meeting, and finally to speak and vote on their bills on the House Floor on Friday. 
 

 
   



 

 

 

From Reluctance to Enthusiasm  

 
"I was hesitant at first but the leaders were so encouraging and 
wise, at the end of the week it was as if I could conquer the world 
for Christ." - Gentry, 16  

 
Although more than a dozen of these students were strongly encouraged by their 

parents to enroll in the SSI program, by Wednesday afternoon, few students regretted 
their parents' decision. Many had anticipated a dry "government camp" and were 
surprised by the action-packed, multi-layered, engaging environment of SSI. Every day 
students had opportunities to soak up applicable teaching sessions; engage with 
coaches and caucuses on their bills; spend time outside playing ultimate Frisbee, 
volleyball, and soccer; participate in corporate worship in the evenings; audition and 
perform in an SSI talent show, and enjoy food and fellowship in the cafeteria. Camp was 
anything but dry, boring, and merely academic. 

ACCOMPLISHING a Goal - Our vision at SSI is not to create politicians. Our vision is to 

equip students to walk in step with Christ in a real relationship with Him. There is no area of life that 
does not belong to Christ - history, science, government, philosophy, math, etc. Our worldview 

speakers emphasized this and called students to engage with the real world with the real truth of 
God's Word. With this framework, students were called upon to step up to the plate and pursue their 
destiny in Christ to be men and women who lead. This week was a testimony to the firstfruits of that 
vision. Students, parents, legislators, speakers, and staff were excited to see this program provide an 

environment for this kind of preparation, training, and growth.    
 

 

"It was incredible and life-changing. From all my camp experiences this one was the most impactful 
and beneficial." - Charissa, 17 

   

 
   

 

 

 

Commissioned to GO and 
ACT  At the end of our Wind-Down 

Session on Friday, our SSI staff and 
coaches surrounded these 40 students and 
prayed. We commissioned them to go and 
act based on what they had received in 
Christ. We can't wait to see what the Lord 
might be pleased to do in the coming days. 

 

The response we received from participants was so overwhelmingly positive that we plan to offer 



 

 

and expand this program next summer. Our goal is to add two more tracks - Senate and Media.  
 

 

"[This camp] showed me that I should follow whole-heartedy after God." - Tait, 17 

   

 
 

 
All photos courtesy of Molly Tuma 

 
 

SSI, a project of Minnesota Family Institute, is graciously supported by people like you. 11 students 
received scholarships thanks to the generosity of our donors. Please prayerfully consider supporting 

MFI and the vision to equip students to walk in step with Christ in a real relationship with Him. 
 

 
  

 
 

Minnesota Family Institute 
2855 Anthony Lane South, Minneapolis MN, 55418-3265 
Phone 612.789.8811 / FAX 612.789.8858 

www.mfc.org  |  Sign up for alerts! 

find us on:         

 
 

http://www.mfc.org/
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382886.aspx
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382885.aspx
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382887.aspx
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382888.aspx
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382889.aspx
https://www.votervoice.net/link/clickthrough/ext/382890.aspx

