
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1, 2017  
 
Brenda Cassellius 
Commissioner 
Minnesota Department of Education 
1500 Highway 36 West  
Roseville, MN 55113  
 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Cassellius, 
 
The women who make up the Ask Me First MN network in our state include 
moms, daughters, students, athletes, sexual abuse survivors and 
businesswomen who believe our voices matter. The women in our growing 
network across Minnesota are actively advocating on behalf of privacy policies, 
practices and protocol in public spaces and schools. We take seriously attempts 
to erase differences between the sexes, which has a profoundly negative impact 
on girls and women. It's a simple fact that, in intimate spaces like locker rooms, 
privacy matters deeply to women and girls. 
 
There is a growing trend among our nation’s politicians and government 
agencies to allow men to enter women’s spaces — public showers, locker rooms, 
restrooms and even housing accommodations. Yet, very few of these key 
decision makers seem interested in talking with the women who will be most 
impacted by these rules to learn how they feel about it. 
 
Moms, teenagers, sexual abuse survivors, and parents are telling their stories 
across the nation and are asking to be heard. Stories of trauma, sexual assault, 
and abuse in private spaces send a clear message: privacy matters. As women 
in Minnesota, we’re asking you to respond appropriately by preventing approval 
and distribution of the “Toolkit to Ensure Safe and Supportive Schools for 
Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Students" (hereafter, Toolkit) and 
instead establish recommendations, best practices and policies that ensure the 
privacy safety and dignity of ALL students. This is your responsibility and duty. 
 



The drafted Toolkit that is currently under consideration for approval and 
distribution to Minnesota public schools would violate student privacy rights 
recognized by Federal law and Minnesota law, would violate parental rights and 
introduce conflicting ideas to children as young as four years of age. 
 
The contents make it clear that the Toolkit was developed by activists, not 
parents or a diverse group of stakeholders. Many of us at Ask Me First MN are 
parents, and take very seriously our responsibility to protect the privacy, safety 
and dignity of our children. After reviewing the Toolkit, it seems that the MN 
Department of Education and School Safety Technical Assistance Council are 
trying to take that right away from us and away from the schools that we trust 
every day with our children.  
 
Compassionate accommodations can and should be extended to those who 
struggle with biological realities, however such accommodations can be made 
without compromising the privacy, safety and dignity of all students. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
  
Emily Zinos, Grassroots Project Coordinator 
On Behalf of the Women and Families of Ask Me First MN 
A Project of Minnesota Family Council 
 
Stephani Liesmaki, Communications Director 
Minnesota Family Council 
 
CC: Craig Wethington, Director of School Safety Technical Assistance Council 
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